Crowd-Instincts

through an emotional misconception of its own interests.
Of course the time may come when public emotion may be
directed in another direction through the compelling
influence of clear-sighted individuals. It is reason and
science only, at present, that perceive the excellent results
which Eugenic provisions could produce, but reasoning
will never put them in force. Public opinion is not formed
by reason but by emotion. Eugenists must quit their
laboratories and statistical bureaus, must go forth into
the public area, and evoke the passions of men on their
side before they can accomplish any practical result.
They will succeed in proportion as they enlist on their
side the crowd-instinct for self-preservation and expan-
sion. Kindle in the crowd the desire to be stronger
and to contain more long-lived units; make it feel that
this can be accomplished by working along certain lines,
and the emotion of the crowd will force that work along
without any sort of regard for the interests and prejudices
of individuals. Only crowd-emotion can bring this about,
not scientific reasoning, be it never so conclusive to the
small minority who are capable of understanding it.